Application No. 09/994,053 

Reply to Office Action of October 9, 2003 


REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application as presently amended and in light of the 
following discussion is respectfully requested. 

Claims 16-23 and 36-47 are pending in the present application. Claims 1-15 and 24- 
33 are cancelled by the present amendment. 

In the outstanding Office Action, the drawings were objected to; Claim 6 was 
objected to; Claims 1, 2, 7, 8, 14, 15, 24-27, 29, 32, and 33 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

§ 102(e) as anticipated by Mouri (U.S. Patent No. 6,320,646 Bl); Claims 3-5 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable over Mouri in view of Kendall (U.S. Patent No. 
5,508,518); Claims 9 and 10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable over 
Kazushi (Japanese Patent No. 6-176998) in view of Mouri : Claims 16-23 and 36-47 were 
allowed; and Claims 11-13, 28, 30, and 31 were indicated as allowable if rewritten in 
independent form. 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the indication of allowable subject matter. In view 
of this indication. Claims 1-15 and 24-33 are cancelled and allowed Claims 16-23 and 36-47 
are maintained. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that pending Claims 16-23 and 36- 
47 are in condition for allowance. 

Regarding the Information Disclosure Statements filed on February 26, 2002, and 
July 23, 2002, it is respectfully submitted that the references of the International Search 
Report filed as an Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) on July 23, 2002, were filed on a 
PTO-1449 form together with the IDS filed on February 26, 2002, which is enclosed herewith 
with a copy of the filing receipt for the Examiner’s convenience. Accordingly, it is 
respectfully requested that the accompanying PTO-1449 form be initialed and returned to 
Applicants’ representative. 
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Regarding the objection to the drawings, Applicants have filed on September 15, 
2003, a new Figure 6 showing the features of Claim 6. Although the outstanding Office 
Action accepted the new figure, the outstanding Office Action maintains the objection to the 
drawings for the same reasons stated in the Office Action of May 13, 2003. However, 
Applicants respectfully submit that Figure 6 shows the features of Claim 6. In addition, the 
present amendment cancels Claim 6, and therefore the objection to the drawings is moot. 

Regarding the remaining objection and rejections of Claims 1-10, 14-15, 24-27, 29, 
32, and 33, Applicants respectfully submit that those objection and rejections are moot 
because Claims 1-15 and 24-33 are canceled. 

Consequently, in light of the above discussion and in view of the present amendment, 
the present application is believed to be in condition for allowance and an early and favorable 
action to that effect is respectfully requested. 


Respectfully submitted. 
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AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


IN RE APPLICATION OF: Yoshitomo NAGAHASH1, et al. 

SERIAL NO: 09/994,053 


GAU: 


2SSI 


COPY 


FILED: November 27,2001 EXAMINER: 

FOR- EXPOSURE APPARATUS, DEVICE MANUFACTURING METHOD AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL METHOD 

OF EXPOSURE APPARATUS 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE/RELATED CASE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 


ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 

SIR: 

Applicant(s) wish to disclose the following information. 

REFERENCES 

■ The applicant(s) wish to make of record the references, some of which are cited in the attached International Search Report 
and International Preliminary Examination Report listed on the attached form PTO-1449. Copies of the listed references are 
attached, where required, as are either statements of relevancy or any readily available English translations of pertinent 
portions of any non-English language references. 

p A check is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR §1.17(p). 

RELATED CASES 

□ Attached is a list of applicant’s pending application(s) or issued patent(s) which may be related to the present application. 

A copy of the patent(s), together with a copy of the claims and drawings of the pending application(s) is attached along 
with PTO 1449. 

□ A check is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR §1.17(p). 

CERTIFICATION 

□ Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

□ No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made reasonable inquiry, 
was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

g Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith and for which no check is enclosed herewith, or credit 
any overpayment to deposit account number 15-0030 . A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
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FILING DATE 


Yoshitomo NAGAHASHI, et al. 


GROUP 


November 27. 2001 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


DATE 
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